Characterization of pemphigus antigen.
New factors controlling the reaction of pemphigus antibody and the pemphigus antigens were defined by studying the action of antibody on section prepared from human skin. The pemphigus antigenicity was protected by adding dithiothreitol and CaCl2 in buffer. Blocking studies of the -SH groups by sulfhydryl reagents rapidly decreased the reactivity of antigens. In addition pretreatment calcium chelating agents also decreased this reactivity.